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1894-1895 at Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.;
Lowell Institute, Boston; Brown University, Provi-
dence ; Brooklyn Institute, Brooklyn; Columbia
College, New York; and a course comprising four
of these lectures was delivered at the Peabody Insti-
tute, Baltimore, and the University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia. It is these lectures that are now pre-
sented to the public in book form.

The object of this Association is to provide the
best opportunities for bringing to the knowledge of
the public at large the methods and results of those
distinguished specialists who have devoted their
lives to the study of the religions of other countries
and other ages. It is safe to say that there is no
other subject of modern research which concerns all
classes so nearly as the study of religions. This
course of lectures is the first fruit of the Associa-
tion's labours, and it is offered to the public in the
full assurance that it will so commend itself to all
thoughtful readers as to win approval of the large
work which the Association has undertaken. It is
the hope of the Committee to provide courses of
lectures at intervals of two years, or oftener, if the
encouragement which the undertaking receives war-
rants it, and the practical difficulties involved in
securing competent lecturers do not make it im-
possible.